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dicke,Godgrae me patience,’ 

Leonato She doth indeed, my daughter faies fo, and the ex. 
tafie hath To much ouerborne her , that my daughter is fome. 
time afeard fhee will doe a defperate out- rage toherfelfe, it is 
very true* 

Prince It were good that Benedicke knew of it by fome ci- 
ther, if (he will not ciifcouer it* 

Claudio T o what end: he would make but a (port of it, and 
torment the poore Lady worfe. 

Prince Andhelhould.it were an almcsto hanghim fliees 
an excellent fweete lady, and (out of all fufpition,) fhe is vertu- 
ous. 

Claudio And (he is exceeding wife. 

Trince In euery thing but in louing Benedicke. 

Leomto O my Lord, wifedome and blood combatingin 
fo tender a body, we haue ten proofes to one,that bloud hath 
the vittory, I am fory for her, as I haue iull caufe, beeing her 
vnclc, and her gardian. 

c I ) rm:e I would fhee had beftowed this dotage on mee . I 
would haue daft al! other refpefts,and made her halfe myfdf* 

I pray - you tell Bencdickeofit,andheare w'hatawillfay. 

Leonato Were it good thinke you? - 

Claudio Hero thinkes furely flic will die, for fhefayes fhee 
will die, if he !ouc her not. and fhee will die ere fhee make her 
lone kncwnc,and fhe will die if he wooeher, rather than fhee 
will bate one breath of her accuftomed crofnefTe. 

\ Prince She doth well, if fhee fhoulde make tender of her 
loue,tis very poffiblc heele fcorne it, for the man(as you know 
all) hath a contemptible fpirite. 

Cl Audio He is a very proper man. 

c Prince He hath indeede a good oitfward happines. 

Claudio Before God, and in my mind, very wife. 

Prince Hee dooth indeede fhew feme fparkes that arclike 
wit. 

Claudio And I take him to be valiant. t 

Prtfke As Hc&or, I afTure you, and in the mannagingof 
^uaiTels^you may fay he is wife , for either hee auoydes them 
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with great difcretion,or vndertakes them with a mod chrifti- 
anlike feare. 

Leomto If he do feare God,a mud neceflarily keep peace, 
if hee breake the peace, hee ought to enter into a quarrel with 
feare and trembling. 

ts ^prince And fo will hee dps, for the man doth feare God, 
howfocuer it feemes not in him , by fome larg : ieftes hee will 
make-: well I am fory for your niece, fhali we go feeke Bene- 
dicke, and tell him of her loue? 

Claudio Neuer tell him, my Lord, let her weare it out with 
good counfell. 

Leonato Nay thats impoflible, fhee may weare her heart 
out fir ft, 

c Prince Well, we will heare further ofit by your daughter, 
letit code the while, I loue Benedicke wel, and f could wifti 
he would modeftly examine himfelfe, to fee how much he is 
vnworthy fo good a lady, 

Leonato Jv]y lord, will you walke? dinneris ready. 

Claudio If he do not doate on her vppon this, I will neuer 
truft my expectation . 

t 7 > rince Let there be the fame nette fpread for her, and that 
muft your daughter and her gentlewomen carry :thcfporte 
will be, when they holdeonean opinion of an others dotage, 
and no fuch matter , thats the feene that I woulde fee, which 
wil be meerely a dumbe fhew : let vs fend her to call him in to 
dinner. 

Benedicke This can be no tricke, the conference was fidly 
borne, theyhaueth^ruethofthisfrom Hero, theyfeemeto 
pittie the Lady : it feemes her affections haue their full bent : 
loue me?why it muff be requited: I heare how I am cenfurde, 
they fay I will beare my felfe prowdly , if I perceiue the loue 
come from her : they fay too.that fhc will rather die than giue ' 
aniefigne of affe&ion : I did neuer thinke to marry, I muftr 
not feeme prowd,hnppy are they that heare their detractions, 
and can put them to mending : they fay the Lady isfaire, tis a 
trueth, I can beare them witnefle : and vertuous, tis fo, I can- 
not reprooueit, and wife, but for louing me, by my u;oth it is 
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